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SOME HISTORICAL NOTES ON CARL PULFRICH*

Susan Christianson} and H. W. Hofstetter}
Division of Optometry, Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana

ABSTRACT

Though Carl Pulfrich (1858-1927) is best known to visual scientists for the stereophenom-
enon which carries his name, his loss of vision in one eye prevented him from observing the phe-
nomenon. His demonstration apparatus did not include a pendulum as is usually stated in descrip-
tions of the Pulfrich effect. Pulfrich himself gave full credit to others for discovering the phenom-
enon and for the theoretical explanation. The notion that the effect could be applied to hetero-
chromatic photometry was his own, however.

A few biographical notes of pertinent interest are included.



